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of the oldest neighborhoods in one of 
the oldest cities in the country. It has 
a lot of history. This is going to be add-
ing to the lore. I think, as they clean 
up and get back in business, it will be 
stronger than ever. 

I am very pleased that all of us, the 
executive branch and legislative 
branch, are making sure the funds are 
there to help those small business own-
ers, men and women, get back on their 
feet, get their customers in those doors 
again, keep those people working. 

I thank you all for this effort. I hope 
this will pass unanimously after we 
dispose of the action on judges shortly. 

I look forward to making sure we 
work together to get America—wheth-
er in Florida or Virginia or elsewhere— 
moving forward. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF VIRGINIA MARIA 
HERNANDEZ COVINGTON TO BE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE DIS-
TRICT OF FLORIDA 

NOMINATION OF MICHAEL H. 
SCHNEIDER, SR., TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR 
THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF 
TEXAS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nominations. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nominations of Virginia Maria Her-
nandez Covington, of Florida, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Middle District of Florida, and Michael 
H. Schneider, Sr., of Texas, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 
yields time? 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the last 5 minutes 
of debate be granted to the two Sen-
ators from Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this will be 
counted against the time for the ma-
jority; is that right? 

Mr. HATCH. Yes. 
Mr. President, I am pleased that the 

Senate is turning its attention to the 

confirmation of judges this evening. 
The record will note that the Senate 
Judiciary Committee has worked hard 
to ensure President Bush’s judicial 
nominees have been given the appro-
priate scrutiny. I have also made every 
effort to ensure fair treatment of the 
nominees. While there has been a bit of 
obstructionism in the advice and con-
sent process, including unprecedented 
filibusters, we have made significant 
progress. 

During the 107th Congress, during 
which the Democrats held the majority 
for most of the Congress, the Senate 
confirmed 100 of President Bush’s 
nominees. Thus far, in the 108th we 
have confirmed 98, and with the ex-
pected confirmation of these judges, we 
will match the record established by 
Senator LEAHY. I recognize him for the 
good work he has done on many of the 
nominees and thank him for his co-
operation as ranking member. There is 
still some work to be done, and I am 
hopeful that additional nominees will 
be confirmed by this Senate. Our Sen-
ators certainly deserve that kind of 
consideration. 

Today I rise in support of the nomi-
nation of Virginia Maria Hernandez 
Covington to the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Middle District of 
Florida. Judge Covington is the first 
Cuban-American woman ever ap-
pointed to Florida’s appellate courts 
and is currently the highest-ranking 
Hispanic woman serving in Florida’s 
judiciary. 

After graduating from Georgetown 
University Law Center, where she was 
the editor of the Tax Lawyer law re-
view, Judge Covington began her ca-
reer in public service as a trial attor-
ney for the Federal Trade Commission. 
She then moved to Florida to work as 
an assistant state attorney for 
Hillsborough County, FL. In 1983, she 
was appointed Assistant U.S. Attorney 
for the Middle District of Florida, and 
eventually was promoted to Chief of 
that District’s asset forfeiture section. 
In 2001, Governor Jeb Bush appointed 
her to Florida’s Second District Court 
of Appeal, where she has served with 
great distinction. 

While serving as an Assistant U.S. 
Attorney, Judge Covington lectured ex-
tensively on asset forfeiture, money 
laundering, and complex prosecutions 
to prosecutors and law enforcement 
personnel throughout the United 
States. She also lectured, taught and 
participated in seminars on trial advo-
cacy practice and procedure with pros-
ecutors, law enforcement personnel, 
and judges in Chile, Argentina, Mexico, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Costa Rica, and 
Honduras. As a U.S. Department of 
Justice liaison, she also helped the Bo-
livian government establish its nar-
cotics-related asset forfeiture program. 

Judge Covington’s professional and 
civic work has won her respect and rec-
ognition throughout central Florida. 
Most recently, she was honored as the 
2003 Hispanic Woman of the Year by 
Tampa Hispanic Heritage Incorporated. 

Judge Covington was reported from 
our Committee without opposition, and 
I am confident that she will serve with 
distinction as a Federal judge. The 
ABA Committee agrees, unanimously 
rating her ‘‘Well Qualified’’ for the 
Federal bench. There is absolutely no 
reason to delay her confirmation to the 
Middle District of Florida, and I urge 
my colleagues to join me in voting to 
confirm her. 

I am also pleased to speak in support 
of Michael H. Schneider, Sr., who has 
been nominated to the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of Texas. 

Judge Schneider has had a distin-
guished legal career. He began his ca-
reer more than 30 years ago as an as-
sistant district attorney in the Harris 
County District Attorney’s Office, with 
a particular emphasis on economic 
crimes. After 4 years there, he entered 
the private sector, working for various 
industries—including the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company where he served as 
its General Solicitor. In 1989, he joined 
the law firm of McFall & Sartwelle, 
LLP, as a trial attorney. He litigated 
cases involving products liability de-
fense, commercial torts and commer-
cial fraud cases. To date, he has tried 
approximately 150 cases to a verdict. 
That is more than most attorneys even 
dream of trying. 

In 1990, Judge Schneider became the 
presiding judge of the 157th District 
Court in Harris County, TX. From 1996 
until 2002, he served as the chief justice 
of the Texas First Court of Appeals in 
Houston. In 2002, Governor Rick Perry 
appointed him to the Supreme Court of 
Texas. Justice Schneider was subse-
quently elected to a term that expires 
in 2008. 

Judge Schneider brings a wealth of 
experience to the federal bench. Aside 
from a law degree from the University 
of Houston, he also earned his LLM 
from the University of Virginia School 
of Law. The ABA has rated him unani-
mously ‘‘Well Qualified,’’ and I am con-
fident that he will be an excellent addi-
tion to the federal bench in the Eastern 
District of Texas. 

Following the two scheduled rollcall 
votes this evening, we will turn to the 
confirmation of Michael Watson, who 
has been nominated to the United 
States District Court for the Southern 
District of Ohio. I am hopeful that we 
can quickly conclude debate on this 
nomination and move promptly to a 
vote of approval for Judge Watson. 

Judge Michael Watson began his 
legal career as a law clerk and bailiff 
to the Honorable Tommy L. Thompson 
of the Franklin County Court of Com-
mon Pleas in Ohio. He litigated a broad 
range of civil and criminal cases before 
joining the Ohio Department of Com-
merce as its chief legal counsel, where 
he served until 1992. He then joined the 
staff of the Office of the Governor as 
deputy chief legal counsel, and was 
promoted to chief legal counsel in 1994. 

On January 1, 1996, then-Governor 
George Voinovich appointed Judge 
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